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RATIONALE: 
European cities face new challenges. Dealing with climate change or the refugees crisis are 
unheard engagements for local communities, which are obliged to develop innovative approaches 
at the same time. Emergencies require in fact quick actions and an inclination to innovate; while 
structural changes impose a long term view and complex negotiations. The seminar questions the 
effort of cities to establishing coherent strategies. Cities have to combine some much needed 
urban transformations with a strategic approach. In particular, they have to prepare resilient 
answers to climate change, and sustain specific actions to welcome new arrivals and people in 
transit. In such a context, transformative and cooperative models of urban change acquire a 
greater importance; even more so when cities are struggling with the consequence of austerity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PROGRAMME 
 
9:30 – 10:00  Welcome speeches 
   Mr Philippe Ray, General Consul of France and Director of the l'Institut 
   Français de Thessalonique (tbc) 
   Mr IoannisButaris, Mayor, City of Thessaloniki 
 
10:00 - 11:15   First Panel:  EU and local policies for refugees: cities on the forefront  
   Moderator: Prof. Evrinomy Avdi, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,  
   RE.CRI.RE 
   Mr Lufti Haziri, Member of the Governing Board, ALDA – European  
   Association for Local Democracy 

Ms Lorna Muscat, Coordinator of the Migration Path, Consortium LADDER 
   Mr Ljubisa Vrencev, Programme Coordinator, SYMBIOSIS 
   Ms Theodora Avgoulidou, LADDER Project Manager for Greece, EGTC  
   Amphictyony 
    
11:15 - 11:30   Coffee 
 
11:30 - 12: 45  Second Panel: Cities, emergencies and resilience: implementing daily 

actions 
   Moderator: Prof. dr. Evangelia Athanasiou, Aristotle University of   
   Thessaloniki 
   Ms Lina Liakou, Deputy Mayor, City of Thessaloniki 
   Mr Luca Montuori, Deputy Mayor, City of Rome 
   Mr LuftiHaziri, Mayor of Gjilan Municipality 
 
13:30 – 14:30   Lunch 
 
14:30 - 16: 30   Afternoon session: Actions and development programme in   
   Thessaloniki 
   Introduction: 
   Moderator: Ms Katerina Danadiadou 
   Students from the Cycle d'Urbanisme, Ecole Urbaine Sciences Po 
   Mr Dimitri Toubianos, Built environment 
   Mr Jerôme Baratier, Landscape and tourism 
   Ms Dimitra Kanellopoulou, public space 
 
17:00- 18: 30   Moderator: Ms Claudia Meschiari, Consortium RE.CRI.RE - H2020 
   Ms Irène Mboumoua, Urban regeneration  
   Ms Ifigeneia Kokkali, Refugees  
   Mr Marco Cremaschi, Resilience 



 

 

 
   Comments provided by: 
   Prof. Athena Giannakou, University of Thessaloniki 
 
 


