
 

 

For more info contact… 
Chuck Hirt: chuck@ceecn.net  

Steve Hughes: stahughes@gmail.com 

 

At this year’s CPU… 
we will examine the state of our 
planet, our economy, and our 
democracy. What are the new forms 
of  governance that can involve 
citizens in the decisions that will 
affect their lives, and the lives of the 
generations to come? How do we 
bui ld a movement to regenerate a 
sense of the shared civic space in the 
face of so many challenges that 
cause people to turn inward and 
against one another?  
 
 
In her book, This  Changes Everything ,  
Canadian author Naomi Klein issues a strong 
call to action that we can no longer wait to 
address the climate crisis. She argues that the 
economic models of the 20th century—
both Capitalism and Communism—with their 
dependence on fossil fuel extraction, waged 
war on the earth and the climate.  
 
Only a grassroots movement calling for a 
fundamental re-thinking of our economy AND 
our democracies can help us make the 
changes we need to 
survive. Inspired by 
Klein's call—and the 
numerous examples 
of alternatives 
bubbling up 
everywhere—this 
year's CPU will discuss and take action to 
regenerate our local communities, our local 
economies, and our planet. 
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What is the CPU?  
(…in two sentences )  
The Citizen Participation University (CPU) is a multi-day, 
intensive residential training and strategic planning 
gathering that is equal parts theory, practice, and 
networking for people trying to make the world a more 
democratic and just place. It is a fun event held in an 
informal setting at the Civil College in Kunbábony, 
Hungary during the first week of July. 
  
I ’m intr igued.  Tel l  me more.  
Now in its 7th year, the CPU is designed to provide a space to nurture the “grassroots” and the 
“grasstops” of our movement. We bring together community organizers and activists, emerging 
movement leaders, adult educational professionals, community development workers and trainers, 
social service providers, local authorities, and others. Every year 50 - 70 people attend from anywhere 
between 8 - 20 countries. 

 
We have a clear goal: engage in deep critical reflection and 
catalyze on-the-ground action. Apart from providing space for 
sharing and learning, the CPU acts as a laboratory for European-
level networking and effective cross-border organizing and 
innovation. While we present important theoretical and practical 
knowledge, a large focus of the week is put towards hands-on 
participatory education and group discussions.   
 
It is our vision that the CPU does not just act as a one-time, “feel-
good” gathering, but rather that it leads to the development and 
deepening of effective skills, strategies, and tactics that 

participants can apply at home. As a follow-up to the CPU, each national cohort is invited to plan and 
execute an event(s) during Citizen Participation Week, which is a follow-up to the CPU that happens in 
September. A portion of time at the CPU will be spent discussing and planning actions for the next 
Citizen Participation Week. 
 
What is  happening at this  year’s CPU? 
This year we will look at critical issues facing European society—climate change, migration and the 
state of youth—through our “citizen participation” lens. What does this mean? Well, in part, that is still 
being decided. (If you are interested to engage with our planning process let us know!) What we do 
know is this: the people planning this year’s CPU have an interest in exploring the connections 
between community initiatives and addressing issues of poverty and energy in marginalized 
communities. We have an interest in building partnerships between bottom-up community 
mobilizations and local authorities trying to create new patterns of sustainable economic 
development. We have big ideas, but concrete experiences.  Do you want to join us? 
 
Who organizes the CPU? 
Planning of the CPU it is led by the Central and Eastern European Citizens Network and the Civil 
College Foundation. We are joined by our partners: The European Community Development Network 
(EuCDN) and the European Community Organizing Network (ECON). This year we are also joined by the 
network Local Authorities as Drivers for Development Education and Raising awareness (LADDER). A 
volunteer planning committee develops the themes and agenda for the week-long gathering. 


